CFI Meeting #9
Minutes- 11/18/08

Present:  Ms. Dell, Ms. Lawton, Mr. Moore, Ms. Pace, Mr. Sudduth, Ms. Van Keulen, and Dr. Vincent 
A.  A Plan to Increase Cross-curricular Work at LaGuardia

· We should follow four steps:
· Share information:  Use the Yellow Sheet to provide the faculty with pacing and performance calendars, and share information about teachers’ areas of interdisciplinary expertise.  
· Pacing and performance calendars should be collected and collated by the end of the first week of December.

· A teacher should be asked for a list of shows, music, composers, pieces, and preview dates.

· A survey about outside interests in teaching or experiences will be given out to teachers during an upcoming department meeting.

· We might ask in the survey, “What outside experience do you feel would be valuable to share with students?”  

· Ms. Pace will write a paragraph about cross-curricular work.  

· Every AP should bring departmental curricula to Ms. Van Keulen.  The APs should be e-mailed with questions about their departmental standards.
· Ideas for cross-curricular projects can be listed in the Yellow Sheet.  
· Teachers can prepare summaries of what they are doing and share lessons, possibly through ARIS.

· Celebrate Accomplishments:  Let people know about cross-curricular collaboration occurring in the building.

· Use the Yellow Sheet and faculty conferences to publicly make it known that cross-curricular work is already successfully being done in the school.  
· Cross-curricular inter-visitations can also help to achieve this goal.
· The projects produced by certain teachers can provide the impetus for this process.

· Practice School-wide Cross-curricular Work:  A Renaissance Fair open house could encourage further interdisciplinary work. 
· Align Curricula:  Increase synergy among classes.

· Organize classes so that students’ knowledge is reinforced across curricula. 
· Switch the sophomore and junior year English curricula so that American Literature is taught in junior year and British Literature is taught in sophomore year.  
· Guest speakers could also visit from related classes.
· Laura’s idea was to produce a rich list of ideas.

B.  A Culminating Project:  The Renaissance Fair

· This cross-curricular celebration at LaGuardia could focus on one of the following:  

· The Renaissance 

· World War II

· The Jazz Age 

· The Victorian Age.  

· Mr. Sudduth said that the burden must be placed on students to make connections.

· Everyone could do something for Renaissance Day.

· Dr. Vincent said that at the end of the day, all kids who participated could go into the theater for a culminating performance.
C.  Studio Expectations Included in the Writing Style Guide

· We should meet later with teachers to discuss the Style Guide.

· The drama component of the Style Guide could include the following:  
· Character analysis
· Critiques of films and plays

· Character analysis

· Play analysis (book report)

· Reflection on scene

· Ms. Pace:  The Style Guide could include expectations about the skills that students should have developed by freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years.
D.  Technology Request
· Mr. Sudduth, Ms. Lawton, and Mr. Moore felt that it would be useful if one classroom per department had installed within it a projector and laptop.

· Access to this room could rotate every year.  

· According to Mr. Sudduth, it would also be ideal if we could buy white boards.
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