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Wednesday, February 25, 2009
CFI Inquiry Team Meeting #13
Present:  Ms. Lawton, Mr. Moore, Ms. Pace, Mr. Sudduth, and Ms. van Keulen, 
Note Taking Projects:  
· Four teachers must each design four lessons, appropriate assessments, and rubrics to measure the success of each.  
· After the implementation of these plans and the administering of assessments, resulting data should be collected and presented to Mr. Moore for submission to Central.  
· Each CFI teacher must be able to use this data to articulate how this years plans could be improved upon in future implementations.
· A teacher will teach note taking lessons and keep track of the dates when they are taught.  
· He can assess students’ notes on three occasions and also provide us with test scores and copies of flashcards.
· A teacher will grade notes-based study guides that demonstrate the improvement brought about by the note taking lesson plans.
· A teacher will grade sketch pad assignments that result from the note taking lesson plans.
· A teacher will do the same using Regents-based listening assessments.
· Each CFI teacher will select his or her own target population of fifteen students.

· All results need to be submitted by mid-May.

· This Note Taking Project is particularly important because it is modeling for the faculty how to set and attempt to achieve a SMART goal.  
· All instructors will be asked to do this next year.
Cross-curricular Work:

· A teacher reminded the group that his workshop participants felt that the creation of a database containing information about what educators and teaching and when these subjects are being taught would help to facilitate cross-curricular work.  
· In addition, a publicly available record of the three areas of specialization of each teacher would further increase the likelihood of future interdisciplinary projects being implemented.  
· Teachers’ areas of specialization could be listed through the circulation at upcoming department meetings of lists asking teachers to identify as many as three areas of special interest in their subject area.  
· Part of the LaGuardia Web site could be only accessible to teachers and contain this information.  
· Alternatively, another file sharing Web interface, such as Google Docs, could be used.

· Two English and two social studies teachers will work together to align the American Literature curriculum to the junior-level U.S. History curriculum so that they can be taught in tandem. 

· Participating teachers will select texts and identify relevant skills that will reinforce students’ understanding.
· The Renaissance Fair will take place on April 24.  
· We plan to ask students to play music in the lobby, play badminton in the gym, engage with classmates in Renaissance dances, display Renaissance art on the mezzanine, and perhaps study Shakespearean sonnets in English.  
· This cross-curricular effort could encourage future interdisciplinary work.  
· Much of the organizing that will need to be done in order to make this Renaissance Fair a success can be done by students. 
Writing Style Guide:

· We decided to review the teacher feedback about the Writing Style Guide from our recent workshop in a future meeting.

· We will include in the Style Guide about two other note taking methods in addition to Cornell Notes.

· CFI Team members agreed that the inclusion of proper citation will ensure that we will face no problems when publishing copyrighted material for educational purposes.
Professional Development Workshops and Presentations:

· All CFI members will participate in a presentation about ARIS.  
· We will also present our findings to the faculty on two more occasions this semester.

· Considering the success of our PD Workshops, follow-up PDs should be offered.  
· For instance, the Science Department wants to know more about ARIS, and the Math Department wants to know more about note taking.  
· This might be accomplished by taking advantage of the new conference room in the Music Office with temporary changes to Circular Six assignments.
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