
[image: image1.emf]
Monday, March 2, 2009
Dear Cross-curricular Project Participant:

Thank you for your willingness to share your expertise with three of your colleagues from the English and Social Studies Departments.  The work you do will benefit students and faculty at LaGuardia.

Your team members will work together to attempt to align the sequence of texts and assignments taught in American Literature to the junior-level U.S. History curriculum so that some content in the two courses can be taught in tandem to all eleventh grade students.  Such curricular alignment will reinforce students’ understanding and create exciting new opportunities for interdisciplinary work.  This logical pairing of courses has been implemented successfully at schools across the country.  The fact that the students will be able to connect to subjects more dynamically and follow ideas for a longer period of time will ensure that their experiences will be more enjoyable and meaningful.  We expect that your project will generate enthusiasm among students and teachers.  

Both English and social studies educators will play important roles on your team.  Social studies teachers will explain the U.S. History curriculum to English teachers, sharing with the group the texts they use and the skills their students develop in each month.  The next step will be for the team to create for the eleventh grade American Literature class a list of several texts, assignments, and skills that correspond to each U.S History unit.  For example, if U.S. History teachers educate students about the shameful history of slavery in America in one month, American Literature educators could teach The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass during the same month.  Your team might design a multi-genre project for American Literature teachers to assign to students while McCarthyism is being taught in U.S. History involving The Crucible and hysteria about Communism.  In addition, if U.S. History instructors teach note taking skills in the beginning of the year, similar instruction by American Literature teachers would help to ensure that students fully develop those abilities.

Your task, then, is to work together to create a recommended eleventh grade American Literature sequence of possible texts and assignments that will correspond to what is simultaneously being taught in U.S. History.   

Your efforts are appreciated.  Upon completion of this project, you will receive up to ten per session hours to compensate you for your work.  Please note that our first meeting day is scheduled for Thursday, March 5th at 3:30 in Room 203. 
Sincerely,
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Laura van Keulen, AP Data & Technology
FIORELLO H. LAGUARDIA HIGH SCHOOL OF MUSIC & ART AND PERFORMING ARTS





                                                                                   Kim M. Bruno, Principal


                                           Laura van Keulen, Assistant Principal Data & Technology
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