	 Test Question
	Assessed
	Percent Correct

	1
	verbs
	83%

	2
	conjunctions
	50%

	3
	nouns
	24%

	4
	nouns
	20%

	5
	prepositions
	48%

	6
	pronouns
	37%

	7
	adverbs
	38%

	8
	pronouns
	15%

	9
	adjectives
	74%

	10
	pronouns
	20%

	11
	prepositions
	28%

	12
	nouns
	65%

	13
	verbs
	15%

	14
	adverbs
	28%

	15
	complete sentences
	52%

	16
	complete sentences
	78%

	17
	sentence fragments
	80%

	18
	run-on sentences
	78%

	19
	sentence fragments
	78%

	20
	run-on sentences
	83%

	21
	affect/effect
	43%

	22
	accept/except
	83%

	23
	quite/quiet
	74%

	24
	there/their/they're
	76%

	25
	you're/your & then/than
	61%

	26
	whose/who's
	57%

	27
	to/two/too
	65%

	28
	subject-verb agreement
	39%

	29
	subject-verb agreement
	50%

	30
	subject-verb agreement
	59%


Data for Development
This Week’s Focus:  Using Data to Drive Instruction in English 1

In preparation for our wider implementation of the note taking project, which involves teaching that is influenced by student performance, the CFI Team is highlighting classes in which data is already being used to make informed decisions about designing curricula.  This week’s focus is on English 1:  Grammar and Composition.  Among the topics covered during the first semester of this course are parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and articles) and sentence structure.  The English faculty decided to focus on these skills in order to English classes as well as on the ELA Regents assessment. 

The reason we are focusing on the English 1 curriculum for this Data for Development article is simple:  The educators who teach this course make teaching decisions that are contingent on students’ performance on assessments.  For 

[image: image1] example, if the majority of the students were unable to identify pronouns but were structuring sentences correctly, which is the case in the example, it would make sense to devote more class time to the teaching of the former.  One challenge follows, however:  When teachers work with 170 students, how can we quickly and easily determine students’ strengths and weaknesses so that we can best meet their needs from the very beginning of the semester?

The department created a baseline diagnostic as a supplement to the qualitative essay assessment that was already being used.  The English 1 examination was designed to be easy to grade:  It is clear, straightforward, and involves the use of a Scantron form.  This multiple-choice test can easily and quickly be returned to teachers so that teaching decisions can be contingent on students’ needs. 


The midterm and final examinations follow a similar format to the diagnostic and assess students’ development of the skills in question.  This will offer educators an opportunity to review teaching practice, noting which techniques were least and most successful, so that they can revise instructional strategies as the course progresses.
English 1 is just one of several courses that illustrates how LaGuardia teachers consider the performance of students when designing curricula.  We expect that most see it as self-evident that data-driven instruction benefits both teachers and students.  
[image: image2.emf]Mastery of Grammar: E1

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

sent. struct. avg

adjective avg

conjunction avg

verb avg subject/verb avg

preposition avg

noun avg

adverb avg pronoun avg


The graph above makes clear the percentage of students who got questions correct relating identified skills on the baseline grammar diagnostic assessment.  An instructor who reviewed this data about students’ prior knowledge might decide to spend two days reviewing pronouns but only a single day reviewing adjectives.  
Above you will find information about the students who answered each question correctly on the baseline grammar diagnostic assessment.  This data can be analyzed through the use of a Scantron Item Analysis.  Teachers can use this information to decide to spend more time teaching about pronouns and less time teaching about adjectives.  








