
Teachers from the English, Science, Art, and Music Departments shared welcome feedback about LaGuardia’s Writing Style Guide.  Their recommendations even included a title change:  LaGuardia Arts Scholastic Reference Pamphlet.  All participants saw potential in this project, and the ideas and lesson plans that teachers shared with us will ensure that the Reference Pamphlet will more effectively meet the needs of our students and educators.  
While teachers appreciated the effort that was put into making the existing Guide easy for users to peruse, they had ideas about how to improve the format.  Educators felt that it would be more appropriate to release the Pamphlet as a letter-sized guide with three holes pre-punched so that students could store it in their binders and refer to it often; the current folded brochure was considered to be too bulky.  This easy access to the guide would only be possible if the Pamphlet were made available both online and in hard copy form.  In addition, educators argued that each subject should be copied on different colored paper to make the Pamphlet easier to navigate.

This multi-colored Reference Pamphlet, which a student could refer to in class at any time by simply opening a binder, is filled with useful content; however, teachers felt that it could benefit students even more with further revision.  The updated Pamphlet would include vocabulary for every subject as well as a general vocabulary section.  Educators even considered asking teachers to list the top ten words with which their students should be familiar but are not.  This is one of many ways that the Pamphlet would be a reference guide that met the specific needs of our school’s students and teachers.  Other recommendations included the inclusion of a list of one hundred books that high school students should read and also school-wide writing rubrics for the following:  a research paper, a paragraph, an article, a concert or exhibition commentary, and a science museum report.

With no shortage of ideas and enthusiasm, workshop participants were eager to take steps that would ensure that the guide would be embraced by students and faculty.  Teachers felt that the Pamphlet had to be referred to regularly in the classroom.  In addition, it was agreed that studios must be a significant part of this project.  Finally, the likelihood of successful implementation would be increased if departments saw a final draft during department meetings and offered their feedback.


We encourage you to make further suggestions.  These will be taken into consideration as the Pamphlet is implemented in months to come.  

