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Teachers Teaching Teachers:  

The Success of LaGuardia’s Technology Days

      Teachers benefited greatly from last year’s two days of technology-related professional development workshops and from the additional ad hoc workshops offered by members of the Technology Team.  We were able to meet their needs by using surveys.  Last year’s first feedback form helped us to decide on sixteen workshop topics.  This was soon followed by a second survey regarding the usefulness of these workshops to be offered during a full-day staff development in technology and interest in follow-up sessions.  Additional surveys helped us to select four extra workshops for a second Technology Day and gave us ideas about the resources and workshops that teachers would like to have access to in the future.  For instance, we learned that teachers need more computers in our school.  In addition, it is clear from the positive reactions to our technology professional development that hands-on teacher support works.
      We are excited to continue this year to offer meaningful opportunities to the faculty to work with technology.  We will train teachers once again in two aspects regarding the use of technology that furthers student learning:  One is using technology to communicate with students, and the second is using technology in the classroom.  The digital opportunities to increase communication will include training in the use of student forums, e-mail, and Web pages.  The digital opportunities to increase the use of technology in the classroom include offering teachers the chance to observe teachers who use the Smart Board, the Mobile Lab, and the Computer Lab.  In addition, we will purchase new computers for offices, a Mac Lab, and new software to enhance studio curricula.  The feedback we will solicit in the future will then help us to continue to meet teachers’ changing needs as technology evolves.  
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