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This Week’s Focus: Reaching Across the Disciplinary Divide – Part I
Whether a math teacher incorporates Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales into a lesson or a social studies teacher makes use of Mayan art in the classroom, faculty members can benefit students by incorporating their outside interests into their curricula.  The CFI Inquiry Team is eager to facilitate cross-curricular collaboration that will make students’ learning experiences more meaningful and also continue to build school community.  
American Literature and US History:  English and Social Studies teachers are eager to work on projects aligning American Literature with US History.  Among them are Mr. Hawrylczak (English), Mr. Weiler (Social Studies), Ms. Washburn (English), and Ms. Hartnett  (Social Studies).  These four educators will collaborate as a way of scaffolding future interdisciplinary work.  In addition, the school might work towards switching the year during which the American Literature and the British Literature courses are offered. If the Team finds enough opportunities to parallel these two English courses with the Global Studies course and the US History course, we anticipate that the resulting interdisciplinary synergy will help students to better understand the material in all four courses.  We expect to recommend that this sequencing change be implemented in the future in order to better meet students’ needs through the alignment of these curricula.  
Chemistry and Visual Art:  There are teachers who already develop cross-curricular lessons or projects, and Ms. Pace in the Science Department is one of them. She explains her experience with cross-curricular collaboration in the following way:  
In Chemistry, I always try to incorporate my knowledge as a fine arts minor in college into my classroom.   When discussing transition metals on the Periodic Table and how these metal salts result in colored solutions, I always refer to metal salts found in paints and pottery glazes such as Cobalt blue, Cadmium Yellow, and Titanium White.  When discussing reduction and oxidation reactions in which elements lose or gain electrons in compounds, I refer to photography and gelatin silver film and print darkroom developing.  When discussing Graham’s Law of Effusion and Diffusion of Gases, I mention how heavy chlorine gas was used during WWI and how a simple reaction with water converted it into hydrochloric acid.   When describing the different types of chemical reactions, I always refer to the elements as dancers and the compounds they form as dancing partners.   Also, when discussing the history of the atomic model, I read excerpts from Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen, or show scenes from the film based on that play.  
Feedback:  Please share with any member of the CFI Team interdisciplinary connections that you make in your teaching.  The school community can benefit by learning more about every teacher’s innovative work.  Feel free to e-mail a CFI member at any of the addresses below: 
	Emily Lawton
	elawton@schools.nyc.gov

	Alex Moore
	amoore@schools.nyc.gov

	Antoinette Pace
	apace2@schools.nyc.gov


	Erik Sudduth
	esudduth@schools.nyc.gov

	Laura van Keulen
	lvankeu@schools.nyc.gov


Teacher Time:  The Week of Monday, January 19
Monday, Jan. 19



 No School
Tuesday, Jan. 20 – Friday, Jan. 23
 Regular Schedule*
	Regular
	

	0-8
	7:20-2:10

	1-9
	8:05-2:55

	3-11
	9:30-4:20


*Note:  There will be a special teaching schedule due to the school-wide viewing of the Presidential Inauguration.  See the full page in this Yellow Sheet for more information.  
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