Art Collaboration:  We studied the Art Department’s collection of syllabi, and we noticed several opportunities to align curricula. Examples are the Advanced Painting course in which the students referred to internationally acclaimed painters such as Cezanne, van Gogh, Gauguin, and Matisse; these artists can be linked with the historical time periods and societies in which they lived.  Another example is the Fashion Course, which teaches students how to identify fashion styles from those embraced by the Ancient Greeks to Dior’s “New Look” of the 1900’s. In addition, the Painting Course and the Art History course give us a rich array of topics common to social studies and English classes.  Topics in the Anatomy class can be linked to topics in science classes, particularly Living Environment.

Instrumental and Vocal:  During this meeting, we also established that obtaining a yearly calendar of musical events would enable us to better facilitate interdisciplinary work with the Instrumental and Vocal Departments. We are looking to find ways in which the students in a music course can learn about a piece from a certain historical time, while simultaneously studying that time period in a social studies or English class.
A Vision for the Future:  We invited representatives from two of our studios to our meetings: Dr. Vincent from the Drama Department and Ms. Dell from the Art Department.  Ms. Dell’s experiences prompted us to explore the idea of bringing back the Renaissance Fair, for which art students and drama students will design and dress in costumes representative of that period.  Students would perform selections from plays and music written during the Renaissance; academic educators would teach students about the explorers, scientists, mathematicians, literature and historical developments of that time period. 
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