Data for Development:  The CFI Inquiry Team and You

The CFI Inquiry Team consists of the following members:  Emily Lawton (Mathematics), Alex Moore (English), Anne Pace (Science), Erik Sudduth (Social Studies), and Laura van Keulen (Assistant Principal of Data and Technology).
Part I:  How does the work of the CFI Inquiry Team relate to your teaching?

This semester, the CFI Inquiry Team will continue to share with you resources and strategies that will be useful to you in the classroom.  The Cross-Curricular Style Guide, which relates to all disciplines and was created by instructors from several departments, will be completed and uploaded to the LaGuardia Arts Web site.  The Team will explore the benefits of interdisciplinary work through a pair of collaborative faculty projects, which will be presented to you at a faculty meeting.  In addition, we will continue to study the teaching of note taking strategies and share with you the results.    
Part II:  How can you access lesson plans and other resources related to note taking?

We will make available at laguardiahs.org the lesson plans and resources that came out of last year’s note taking pilot program.  We also encourage you to show to your students the motivational video that was shown during last year’s faculty conference.  In addition, faculty members have found a Power Point presentation to be useful that is found at the following URL:    
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/lret/avid/resources/Cornell_Notes-presentation.ppt
Part III:  How are LaGuardia teachers already using techniques that can be found on lesson plans on the school Web site?
Our lesson plans were designed and tested by Mr. Moore and Ms. Healy.  They were created for use in an English class but are designed to be easily adaptable.  The plans are intended to help students develop the specific note taking skills that we know that they lack based on writing diagnostics, surveys, and input from LaGuardia teachers.  Ms. Kingham-Cronin of the Social Studies Department, for example, explained that beginning note takers often struggle to organize ideas, knowing neither what to write down nor how to synthesize the information that is given to them.  The implementation of these lesson plans will help students to develop necessary note taking skills that will address these shortcomings.   
It is not difficult for an instructor to begin to teach note taking skills, however.  “A teacher who is just starting to teach note taking skills should find a smiple approach that works for him or her,” Ms. Kingham-Cronin said.  She particularly emphasized the importance of modeling note taking skills in a very visual way:  “Show students how to take notes.” 

She has found that the Cornell Method can help beginning note takers.  In addition, teachers such as Ms. Hartnett and Ms. LaSalle use what is called an interactive notebook, which includes handouts, homework assignments, and even a table of contents.  Ms. Kingham-Cronin feels that this type of structure is helpful to students, many of whom are taking notes for the first time.  Her students include on each page the date, aim, and page number, as well as a summary.

We feel that some of Ms. Kingham-Cronin’s recommended teaching techniques can also be found in the lesson plans that Mr. Moore and Ms. Healy created.  These plans cover the following instructional objectives: 

· Students will be motivated to take notes as they learn about the correlation between good note taking skills and outstanding academic performance.

· Students will learn to review their notes and produce a summary at the end.
· Students will be taught how to organize their notes using the Cornell Notes system.

· Students will understand the importance of using shorthand to take notes more efficiently.

· Students will begin to take ownership over the note-taking process.

· Students will discover how they can use their notes to help them succeed on a variety of assignments.
· Students understand how they will be held accountable for their note taking.
· Students will be explicitly taught strategies for identifying the most salient ideas that relate to the task at hand.

We would be very excited if those who experiment with these plans let us 

know about the results.  We are eager to update them and make them as useful to faculty members as possible.
Part IV:  How can you get involved with the note taking project?

The next phase will be one of inquiry in preparation for wider implementation of the plans.  A member of the CFI Inquiry Team will present to you during an upcoming department conference the results of last year’s note taking project.  You will then have a chance to discuss with your colleagues the note taking skills that you think students should learn and how they should be taught.  The CFI Team member will bring your ideas back to us, which will help us to plan for wider implementation in a way that best meets the needs of all of our students.  

Continuing to study note taking practices, Mr. Moore will continue last year’s pilot program in his classes of freshmen this year.
